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Dear Baptized Saints of St. Paul’s: 
 
I really enjoy an old quote by  
Martin Luther. He once said,  
 

"I simply taught, preached, and wrote 
God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And 
then, while I slept, or drank Wittenberg 
beer with my Philip [Melanchthon] and my Amsdorf [Nicholaus von], the 
Word so greatly weakened the papacy that never a prince or emperor 
did such damage to it. I did nothing. The Word did it all."  
 
What did Luther mean?  What he was saying is that the Reformation 
was not due to any profound abilities on behalf of the reformers, but 
that the power of the Reformation to challenge the 16th Century Pa-
pacy was solely in the Word.  
 
What does this mean for St. Paul's? Here at St. Paul's we do want to 
strive to be professional, friendly, and offer solid ministry with Sunday 
School, Confirmation, and LWML. We want to have reverent and wel-
coming Divine Services. However, we need to keep in mind these min-
istries are only as good as that which is taught and proclaimed from 
them. In other words, our blessed church is not anchored on the 
strength of programs and ministry functions and potlucks (as good as 
our food is!), but rather, we are anchored upon the Word of God. It is 
about the Lord's Word and Sacraments. Indeed, the power of the 
church is not found in her programs, her architecture, or her personali-
ty, but rather, it is in the Word that goes forth.  

As we look forward to our new school year, we can rejoice that the 
Word and Sacraments will continue to go forth from St. Paul's: the 
Book of Ecclesiastes at the Sunday Morning Bible Study; the Book of 1 
Corinthians at the Tuesday Men's Study; Growing in Christ curriculum 
in Sunday School Lessons for the Children; the Small Catechism for 
Confirmation; Bible Studies for the Women; and many Christ-centered 
Sermons on Sundays!   

Baptized Saints, come and receive the Lord's Word and Sacra-
ments!  Yes, come and receive and be anchored in Christ, for the Word 
of the Lord endures forever!   

Anchored with you in Christ, Pastor Richard 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
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ND District News 

From the Desk of the District President… 

Faith and Thanksgiving 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Love and marriage, love and marriage, go together like a horse and car-
riage.” 

This ditty comes to mind when I think about things being linked together. 
Such as next month we celebrate Thanksgiving. Therefore, I would link to-
gether the words: Faith and Thanksgiving. 
When I was growing up one of the most important rules in our house was 
the “thank you” rule. 

I would venture to guess that your families and mine have this in common. 
Gratitude is something we learn as we grow, and expressing gratitude is 

just as important as feeling it. 
Over the years of ministry, on the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving, I would tell the congregation mem-
bers that they would want to get to church early on Thanksgiving day so that they will have “their 
place” or “a place” to sit due to everyone coming to church to give thanks to God. For, how else 
would you celebrate the day? 

You see, in order to say “thank you,” you need to be thanking someone for something. You don’t 
just sit around alone in your room saying “thank you” to nothing and no one in particular. Or do 
you? 

For most Americans, Thanksgiving is a day set aside for us to give thanks to God for our many 
blessings. Faith knows that God blesses us with all the blessings we have in this life and in the fu-
ture life which is ours already by the faith God has given in the Savior from sin, Jesus Christ. They 
are absolutely linked together. 
The Christian faith is about our rescue from sin and death and hell. Being a Christian – or believing 
in God – is not a defining characteristic of wealth, or success in the world, or health, or un-
interruptible happiness in this world. Faith in the Gospel and believing in Jesus Christ is the way of 
life eternal, for it receives the blessings which Jesus procured for us by His life and death in our 
place, and His resurrection to new and everlasting life (of which we are baptized into, Romans 6:4-
6). 

Christians still have to deal with this world and ordinary life in it, troubles and all. We just get to 
have the advantage of knowing how the story ends – or that it does not end, to be more precise. 
Some of us believers will be wealthy, and some of us will be poor. Some of us will be giddy with 
happiness most of the time and others will wrestle with troubles and sorrows, and even depression, 
most of the time. Some of us will be so healthy that when we die it will be of nothing serious, and 
others will fight bad health for decades before they pass on. And some of us will not have long lives 
at all, at least on this side of the grave. 

But every single believer has the forgiveness of sins. Each one of us, without fail, will rise from our 
graves and join with the family of God in paradise, to sing God’s praises of thanksgiving throughout 
eternity. And while we live here, we know that God loves us and that we can call on Him for help, 
for rescue, for strength, for comfort in our troubles.  

Many Christians seem to be looking for something that will help them overcome all obstacles in this 
world.  But the Gospel never makes that promise. God does help us in times of need, but not always 
in the way we start out with hoping He will.  Sometimes He has something better in mind.  
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 ND District News 

From the Desk of the District President… (Continued) 

Sometimes He teaches us patience and humility. Now and then, He even shares with our hearts the 
secret that winning or losing in this world is not truly significant. Standing faithfully, however, is. 
If we believe that we have nothing to worry about, but that the grave is but a door to fuller and 
richer and happier life, and all of that is true because of Jesus, and that God loves us with a deep 
and powerful and everlasting love, then we just want to rejoice and give thanks! Today is the day 
that the Lord has made – and given to us as a gift. It cannot hurt us, for He is our Shield and Protec-
tor. Let us rejoice and give thanks! Faith and thanksgiving go together. 

My point today is that faith and thanksgiving are linked. If you believe God is concerned about you, 
and watching over you, and that He has saved you, you will be brought to give thanks. You will 
want to give thanks. No matter what happens, God is with you to keep you. When everyone says 
that it is all over, with you, it will just be beginning, for God has given you eternal life because of 
Jesus Christ. Sickness can only do so much, and then it must let go. Only so much can go wrong, 
and then you will be standing with the Lord. Even when it looks like you are beaten, you win, be-
cause Jesus has already won and given you the victory. All that is left for you to do is give thanks! 
But you can only honestly do that if you sincerely believe it. If it isn’t real to you, then there will be 
nothing particularly worthy of genuine thanksgiving. If church, for example, is just to help you feel 
good, then feeling good is all that you should expect. But if you know the truth, you should be 
comforted even when you don’t feel so hot. And you should know the love of God – the love which 
He has for you – which gives you not just comfort, but hope even in difficult situations! 

When trouble cannot do any real damage, you just want to give thanks! When danger cannot really 
hurt you, you just want to give thanks! When sickness can no longer really frighten you, you just 
want to give thanks! When you believe that the world is stacked to your advantage by the great 
love of God, you want to give thanks. Faith and thanksgiving go together naturally. It is the work of 
the Spirit and the clear will of God. 

Like love and marriage, faith and thanksgiving just naturally go together! 

 

“Rejoice always! Pray without ceasing! In everything give thanks, for 
this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:16).” 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Rev. Arie D. Bertsch 

ND District President 

 

Visit 
For More ND District News 

http://www.nodaklcms.org/ 



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   October 2018 Newsletter               5 

MAIN STREET LIVING TV MINISTRY 

WOW! There’s a lot happening in October! 

First, beginning Sunday, October 7th, MSLN is 

expanding to the western half of North Dakota 

through broadcasts on KBMY WDAY-Xtra 

Channel 17.3 Bismarck/Dickinson and KMCY 

WDAY-Xtra Channel 14.3 Minot/Williston at 

10:00 AM Central (9:00 Mountain). Plans are 

being made to begin recording pastors from 

our western congregations this fall! In the 

Eastern half of the state the program will be 

also be aired on WDAY-Xtra Channel 6.3 Fargo

-Moorhead and WDAZ-Xtra Channel 8.3 

Grand Forks. (Note that some High Definition 

cable channel numbers may be different in 

your area). All MSLN programming will also 

continue on the FOX stations at 9:00 AM as 

before. Also, as announced previously, the 

Sioux City, Iowa and Lincoln, Nebraska broad-

casting areas are also being welcomed to the 

Main Street Living Network that Sunday!  

Also beginning October 7th, we will be premi-

ering the re-mastered re-runs of the well-

known “This Is The Life” series of programs 

from Lutheran Hour Ministries! These will take 

the place of the current “Kid’s Corner” half 

hour programs which we have been showing 

following the MSL worship services. Then Sun-

day, October 14th, we will be celebrating our 

annual MAIN STREET LIVING SUNDAY! (Please 

watch for a special bulletin insert!) 

 

 

TV PROGRAMS 
October 7 

Rev. Scott Sailer 
President  

SD District of the LCMS 
presents the message: 

“Small Words Are The Big Words”  
based on Mark 10:2-16 

  
 
 
 

October 14 

Rev. Arie Bertsch  
President 

ND District of the LCMS 
presents the message:  

“God Knows & Sees Everything”  
based on Isaiah 55: 1-9 

  
 
 
 

October 21 

Rev. Don Fondow  
President 

MNN District of the LCMS  
presents the message: 

“Rest Only God Can Give”  
based on Hebrews 4:1-13  

  
 
 
 

October 28 

(to be announced) 

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV 
program that includes a 30 minute worship ser-

vice led by participating pastors of the North 
Dakota and Minnesota North Districts of our 
LCMS, along with a 30 minute children’s pro-

gram called “Kid’s Crossing”. 

Programs are broadcast at 9:00am Central time on the following FOX stations: KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1, KBRR 
Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, and cable and satellite 
systems carrying these stations, and archived on www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  

http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
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October 7, 2018  Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity  Divine Service One 

Opening Hymn:  #728 “How Firm a Foundation” 

 Sermon Hymn:  #575 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

 Closing Hymn:  #662 “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 

Communion Hymns both services:  #637, #642, #617, #618, #643 

 

October 14, 2018 Twentieth Sunday after Trinity Divine Service Three 

Opening Hymn:  #912 “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 

Sermon Hymn:  #828 “We Are Called to Stand Together” 

Closing Hymn:  #644 “The Church’s One Foundation” 

Communion Hymns both services:  #619, #633, #620, #621, #623 

 

October 21, 2018     Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity Divine Service One 

Opening Hymn:  #837 “Lift High the Cross” 

Sermon Hymn:   #606 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” 

Closing Hymn:  #578 “Thy Strong Word” 

Communion Hymns for both services:  #625, #622, #627, #628 

 

October 28, 2018 Reformation Day (Observed) Divine Service Three 

Opening Hymn:  #657 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

Sermon Hymn:   #655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

Closing Hymn:  #645 “Built on the Rock” 

Communion Hymns for both services:  #636, #632, #633, #632, #637 

OCTOBER HYMNS 

Oh 
 sing to the LORD a new song,  

or He has done marvelous things! 
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St. Paul’s - Did You Know? 
Hey St. Paul’s, did you know that we are in 

the process of creating a new website? 

 

Yes  there is an entire team working on the new 

website design. There will be web access to 

our calendar, electronic files, and even live-stream sermon 

videos. Be on the look out this October/November for the 

website launch announcement. 

HHHAAAPPPPPPYYY   BBBIIIRRRTTTHHHDDDAAAYYY   
to everyone born in the month 

OCTOBEROCTOBEROCTOBER   
 1  – Conner Evenson 

Robecca Peterson 

Denae Vaughan 

 3  – Erin Richards 

 4  – Cooper Fjeld 

Damia Valdez 

Devin Olson 

 7  – Taten Belzer 

Lucus Evenson 

 7  – Roberta Klabo 

Kylee Pape 

 9  – Jim Roberts 

 10  – Abigail Benham 

Mellisa Hornaday 

Wylie Kreger 

12 – Myrtle Beaudoin 

14 – Sharon Wallery 

Patricia Winter 

15 – Jordan Getzlaff 

Marnita Halstengard 

16 – Cora Pfennig 

Naomi Woznicki 

17 – Mark Schaefer 

18 – Kendra Helgeson 

19 – Isaiah Racz 

20 – Ernest George 

Joseph Rose 

22 – Lillyanna Nelson 

23 – Mary Alef 

 Kelly Flom 

26– Connie Delzer 

Kaleb Nehring 

27 – Payten Reing 

28 – Connie O’Connor 

Tracy Pelzer 

29 – Robert Ringsaker 

30 – Shelby Lipp 

31 – Collin Abernathey 

Brenna Dutenhafer 

Shirley Peterson 
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Pastor’s Study Hours 

Monday-Thursday  

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Friday  

Pastor’s Day Off 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday 

 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

Please contact Pastor or the Parish office  

if you need spiritual care;  

know of someone hospitalized and needing a visit;  

have a prayer submission;  

or have any other church-related circumstance.  

Pastor Contact Information 

Email: stpaulsrev@srt.com 

Cell: 701-389-0418 

Office: 701-852-2821 

Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com 

Parish Office Contact Information 

Email: stpaulsofc@srt.com 

Office: 701-852-2821 
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Hundreds of years ago, the people of Israel were 
defeated and taken out of the land of Israel to a 
foreign nation called Babylon.  While in Babylon, 
the Israelites lived in a foreign culture with different 
customs, different ways of life, and different spiritu-
al practices.  Through a series of events, though, the 
Israelites formed what were called, synagogues.   

Synagogues were buildings that were built by the 
Jewish people as places of worship, prayer, reading 
of scripture, and teaching.  Many historians assert 
that the synagogues were the reason why the peo-
ple of the Old Testament were able to maintain and 
continue their faith while living in a foreign country.  
In other words, it would be easy to neglect, forget, 
and lose the teachings of the Bible and drift into 
paganism due to living in a foreign country with 
foreign customs and religions.  However, the syna-
gogues provided a place for the Israelites to be 
counter-cultural and maintain their faith.  Indeed, 
the Jewish people would often visit the synagogue 
seven days a week for prayer, worship, and educa-
tion; it was not just a weekly occurrence for them 
but a part of their daily lives.        

Why mention the synagogue?  Well, even though 
there are some differences between the Old Testa-
ment synagogue and the New Testament church, 
the idea is still the same.  In other words, Christians 
in America have not been exiled to the pagan land 
of Babylon; however, it is safe to say that a pagan 
culture, like Babylon, has moved in and en-
croached upon our Western Civilization.  Indeed, 
we Christians find ourselves in a culture that no 
longer upholds, supports, and promotes Christiani-
ty.  In fact, it is quite the opposite.  But what does 
this mean?  It means that Christians in America are 
in danger of neglecting, forgetting, and losing the 
Christian faith because Christians find themselves 
within a culture in America that is quite different 
from the Biblical truths of the Bible.  

And like some people of the Old Testament time, 
who  drifted into Babylon’s   paganism (often with-
out realizing it), many Christians are at the same 
risk.  

Considering all of this, we can now understand a 
bit more why attending a faithful church is so            
important.  Yes, a faithful local church is not just a 
mere social club (even though fellowship is     
wonderful).   The church is not just a small weekly 
pick-me-up, but a place where we can go to    
worship, pray, read scripture, and learn in the 
midst of a Babylonian kind of culture that we find 
ourselves within.  The church is the place where 
we, as Christians, can go to continue in the     
Christian faith and ensure that the Christian faith is 
passed down to our children and grandchildren.   

As our culture continues to become more and 
more pagan, the local church needs to continue to 
teach and proclaim the truths of the Bible even 
more, not less!  As our culture continues to        
become more and more unstable, our attendance 
at church should increase, not decrease.  As culture 
becomes more and more ideologically confused, 
we need to double-down with more study of God’s 
Word, not less.   

The faithful local church is here for you in the 
midst of Babylon.  Do not neglect to meet togeth-
er, as is the habit of some, but come consistently 
and often to a faithful church so that you might 
not be tossed to and fro by the waves of our cul-
ture and blown here and there by every wind of 
false teaching. Come; receive; be strengthened, 
and know that you belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.    

FF  rom the Pastor’s Studyrom the Pastor’s Study  
 

Babylon, Synagogues, and the Local ChurchBabylon, Synagogues, and the Local Church  
 By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard 
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Come; receive; be 
strengthened, and 

know that you 
belong to the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  
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What’s Going On At St. Paul’s? 

Sunday School News 
What has been happening in the 1st 
month of Sunday school? 

We began the quarter with... 

Pre-school began Creation the begin-
ning of all things in “God Creates the 
World.” Point out to your children some 
of the wonderful things in our world God 
made and praise Him for these creations. 
Consider asking, “How did God create 
the world? What is your favorite part of 
God’s creation?” The next lesson  pre-
schoolers learned how “god Creates Ad-
am and Eve,” including providing them 
with perfect physical attributes and a 
lush garden in which to live. God created 
the world’s many natural resources, so it 
would be a wonderful place for His most 
treasured creation, human beings, to live.  You might ask, “How were Adam and Eve different from 
the rest of God’s creation?” This brings us up to the 3rd Sunday and they will be studying the Scrip-
ture’s account of “Sin Enters the World”, as the devil tempted Adam and Eve to sin. With the fall into 
sin came God’s punishment of death…but also His promise of a Savior. You might discuss, “How 
does sin affect us as a family? How does God’s promise of a Savior give us comfort?” 

Kindergarten thru 5th began with studying the life of Joseph. It begins with the account of “Joseph 
and His Brothers.” Though the brothers didn’t know it, God would use their treachery to bring about 
His plan to deliver His people and ultimately to deliver us from sin and death through Jesus. A dis-
cussion might include, “How can hatred and unkind thoughts lead to hateful words and actions?” On 
the cross, Jesus saved us from the hurt and harm of our own sins and the sins of others. Lesson 2 The 
account of “Joseph’s Troubles” continues the study of Joseph’s life. God was with Joseph; and in 
Christ, God is with us in all the situations of life, providing, protecting, and forgiving us. You might 
discuss, “How do we usually react when we are falsely accused of wrongdoing? How can we learn to 
trust Jesus to work out all things for our good?” Week 3 we learned how “Joseph Feeds Egypt” dur-
ing a great famine. Ask the children, “How do our sins cause suffering for both ourselves and others? 
“God sent His Son, Jesus, to save all humanity from sin, death, and the devil. Discuss the reality that 
in spite of how awful life seems, Jesus is with us through His Word and Sacraments, caring for us al-
ways. Week 4 will complete their study of how God worked in Joseph’s life. “Joseph Forgives” and 
reveals himself to his brothers, telling them that though they meant evil, God used their acts for 
good. Our Lord Jesus Christ reveals Himself to us and forgives us in His Holy Word and Sacraments. 
Families could discuss, “How was God with Joseph, blessing him through all that happened, the 
good and the bad? How has God turned bad or evil things in your life or world into blessings for 
your good?” 

Confirmation students are busy working with their new Study Bible. They are currently learning 
how to read and study the books of the Bible. 
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Confirmation 
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Fall is a busy season of the year with Back to School and preparation for the    

coming winter season.  That is also true of the LWML.  

On October 7th, our congregation is celebrating LWML Sunday in our Divine    

Worship services. We encourage all ladies of the congregation to wear purple, the 

color of the LWML, and join us in a processional into the church. 

We are planning a Chairman’s meeting for October 18th at 7pm in which we will 

discuss the use of the kitchen.  

The NW Zone Fall Rally is being be held at St. Paul’s on October 20th with our 

league hosting the event. Our speaker is our own Rev. Dr. Matt Richard. We will be 

collecting items for The Sanctuary here in Minot.  

Please bring:  

 Cash 

 Gift cards to WalMart, Target, Grocery Stores  

 Ground coffee 

 Feminine supplies 

 Paper products 

 Tooth brushes & toothpaste 

Our boxes will be in the Fellowship Room.  

The theme is “Soar to New Heights in Christ”.  

 

A special Thank You to Colleen Fitchner and 

Cora Rundberg,  who made the banner for 

our Fall Rally.   

 

Our Group meets the second Thursday of  

each month at 1pm with Bible Study led by  

Pastor Richard. Please join us for these events. 
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In the Community... 
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7th 
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson 
10:30 AM - Shawn Lokken 

14th 
8:00 AM - Desi Pierson 
10:30 AM - Holden Haney 

21st 
8:00 AM - Jason Weyer, II 
10:30 AM - Kiya Plesuk 

28th 
8:00 AM - Noah Hudson 
10:30 AM - Payten Reing 

4th 
8:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer 
10:30 AM - Landen Satcho 

11th 
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow 
10:30 AM - Hayden Haney 

18th 
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson 
10:30 AM - Elizabeth 
Larsen 

25th 
8:00 AM - Desi Pierson 

OCTOBER 2018 SCHEDULES  

USHERS 

7th 
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark  
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen 

14th 
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle   
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner  

21st 
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.  
10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop 

28th 
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark  
10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken  

7th 
8:00 AM - Celeste Simmons & Shirley Peterson 
10:30 AM Cedric & Megan Halvorson  

14th 
8:00 AM - Peggy Roberts & Bree Pierson  
10:30 AM - Leonard & Mariea Nelson  

21st 
8:00 AM - Les & Diane Pierson  
10:30 AM - Scott & Meredith Pfennig  

28th 
8:00 AM - Gene Rupp & Becky Richards  
10:30 AM - Jane Erber & Elaine Irey  

7th 
8:00 - Roger Pelzer  
10:30 AM - Joe Hudson 

14th 
8:00 AM - Kim Filipek  
10:30 AM - Ray Schwarz 

21st 
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo  
10:30 AM - Mark Bonnie 

28th 
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk 
10:30 AM - Mark Schaefer  

30th 
8:00 AM - Roger Pelzer  
10:30 AM - Brian Lokken  

ELDERS 

GREETERS 

ACOLYTES 

If anyone serves me,  
and where I am,  

If anyone serves me, 
John 12:26 

he must follow me; 
there will my servant be also.     

 the Father will honor him.   

The word “acolyte” comes from the 

Greek word akolouqew     which means 

to “follow, accompany, or be a disciple”. 
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Anchored in Christ 


